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Hi all,

I n todayds age of spin, doubl e
found the 2009 AZ Section, SRM Summer Meeting particularly re-
freshing for candor and openness. | am sure that you all had favor-
ite moments at the Summer Meeting. My personal favorite was the
discussion on soils the final day that George Robertson of the Tonto
National Forest led. | felt that George set an example for us all in delivering
knowledge without prejudice. Some of the answers he provided based upon his
knowledge of soils and a career of observation contradicted commonly held beliefs.
For example, some vegetation types upon certain soils may predispose plant com-
munities withinthe inter -spaces to a degree of onat
also reiterated the concept that a management prescription that works at one loca-
tion does not automatically make it a likely candidate at another location. In an-

swer to Dave Stewartds question as to 0
tion with | ow organic matter in the sai
want to burn here?dé His point was that

locales, it is counterproductive at a location lacking in organic matter and would in
fact help remove the very thing the soil is lacking. The soil pit at this location re-
vealed a vertic soils profile dominated by annuals. In response to a question as to
whether he thought it had always been that way, George hypothesized that when a
juni per push was wundertaken many years
horizon into the heavy clay soils. | interpret this to mean that the push could have
removed some resiliency of the soils and help transition it to a different ecological
state when it was already marginal to b
what is best for a particular piece of country and need to try different things. In
these circumstances, our ability to make the right choice is enhanced by having a
more complete inventory of the nature and character of that which we are attempt-

ing to influence. To enlarge our understanding of all facets of a decision, we should
solicit opinions from several sources, including those that make us feel uncomfort-
able. Although we will not agree with some opinions, acknowledgment of alternate
viewpoints may help prevent overlooking hidden rocks in the stream that can

wreck the boat.
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