
Fish and Grazing Relationships in the 
Southwestern United States:   An Issue Revisited

ñBeing Usedò



FISH HERDING AND
SQUEEZING FOR

40 YEARS

Examining livestock fish interactions for over 2 decades



Livestock grazing of riparian

Areas in Southwest:  A long

Standing issue that has been

Selectively comprehended

By different groups 

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM THE LITTANY

GROUP THINK ADVOCACY
STUDIES AND RESEARCH



LIVESTOCK GRAZING  AND FISH 
ASSSEMBLAGES IN THE SW

üGENERAL CONSENSUS OF ENVIROS & MANAGERS 
SUGGESTS COWS AND FISH DO NOT MIX UNDER 
ANY CIRCUMSTANCES!

üRECENTLY:  LIVESTOCK HAVE BEEN REMOVED 
FROM MANY RIPARIAN CORRIDORS

600+ allotments and hundreds of miles in 
the Southwest/AZ/NM
Little monitoring or study of response

üRinne 1999: MANY STUDIES ON VEGETATION AND 
MORPHOLOGY EFFECTS,  LITTLE TO NONE ON 
FISHES (No pretreatment, controls, replication)

üSUMMARY:  MORE DETAILED, OBJECTIVE, LINKAGE 
AND COMPARATIVE STUDIES NEEDED



TODAYôS OBJECTIVES

RESEARCH AND THE LITERATURE:  

PRE 2000 AND SINCE

INFLUENTIAL/CONFOUNDING FACTORS

BRIEF COMPARISON OF FISH ASSEMBLAGES

IN TWO LOW DESERT RIVERS

WHAT INDEED DO WE KNOW?

(or think we know, or need to know)


