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Outline

A Talk will cover reptiles generally:
Focus on special-interest species

A Arizona-centric:
Includes adjoining arid-lands states

A Issues focus (see next slide)

A Coverage of broad groups
(Turtles T Lizards -- Snakes)

A Limitations of knowledge



Issues focus

A Aquatic T&E species
A Desert Tortoise
A Grasslands and type-conversion

A

A

Reconciliation ecology for ranching
niodiversity conservation

~uture of grazing and conservation
(a personal view)



Highlighted Species

A Gartersnakes
-- (semi-terrestrial and aquatic)

A Desert Tortoise
-- (Sonoran and Mojavean)

A Grassland lizards and snakes:

-- Massassauga, Bunchgrass Lizard,
and Arizona Striped Whiptail



Elements of Reptile Habitat

A Anti-predator cover

A High-quality foraging patches

A Habitat structure and locomotion

A Temperature

A Winter quarters and dispersal

A Co-occurring species

A Protection from infrastructure and killing




Lizards

A Whiptails and arboreal Sceloporines
-- productivity and cover

A Horned lizards, ants, and seeds
-- complex ecological interactions

Existing findings: changes in species
abundance and community compaosition
but few biodiversity threats




Snakes

A Deserts versus Grasslands

A Western Groundsnake, Western
Diamondback, and floodplain
degradation

Prevailing presumption: changes in
species abundance and community
composition but few biodiversity threats




